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for these reports, but he had no information. . . . It would
be quite wrong and quite unjust to prejudge a matter so grave and
so vitally affecting the honour of a great country. . . . The first
step must be to obtain the observations and comments of the Italian
Government"
When he was asked whether the representative of Great
Britain in Addis Ababa had been asked for any information
from trustworthy sources as to the truth or otherwise of
the reports, the Viscount Halifax replied that he thought
. . . thought . . , that had already been done, but he
would make sure.
The Government of the United Kingdom had had a
whole month to inquire into the use of gas, and'they had
made no inquiry. Not even when the Emperor himself
had protested to their representative.
They still professed ignorance on April 2, when the
diplomatic correspondent of The Times could write " The
use of poison gas has not been witnessed by an authoritative
British observer, but such first-hand information may yet be
available"*
And on December 31, 1935, three months before the
debate in the House of Lords, Captain R. H. R. Taylor,
R.A., Assistant Military Attache at the British Legation in
Addis Ababa, visited the wells of Bulale in the Ogaden,
which had just been bombed. Either an unexploded
bomb, or part of a bomb, was sent to Aden and from
"thence to the Gas Experimental School at Porton, where
it was proved to contain crude mustard gas—the forbidden
yperite.
On March 9 the Kenya and Somali boys who had served
the British Red Cross as orderlies and dressers went back
to Addis Ababa. They had been engaged on the under-
standing that the Red Cross was a safe institution to work
for, and they had found that it was the reverse. They
therefore demanded to be repatriated.
The Unit itself was able to go on working under increasing
* At Rumleigh House, Bere Alston, Devon, resides Major F. R. Wooll-
combe, R A. (retired). In points from letters in The Times of April I4th,
he writes :—" The fact remains, that in my opinion we have had no
authoritative proof yet of the use of gas 1 " Had Major Woollcombe
been on the spot he could have had plenty of authoritative proof.

